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_An Account of the Load{tone.

¥ Hat according to a latePromife, you may the
.+ better therefore apprehend the Solution of
the various Effefts of the Losditeze, We fhall
ficlt as briefly as poffible, give you ad Explication of the
Gereration of it, ‘which according to our Modern Phi-
Jofophersis this : - :
* The Earth, together with its Vertex, in which is
contain'd the Moon, together with all the interjacent
fluid Matter. of the Heavens, being continually ronled
about upon its Axis in the fpace of 24 hours, does by
-the continual motion and aterition of one particle againit
another rubb off little particles, which by their moti-
«on.become ftill more fine and fubtile, and confequent-
1y require more fpace'than before;. this fine duft (there-
fore it [ may fo.call it ) which is by the mortionofthe
Vorzex rubb'd off, flriving o, make it felf room about
the fuperficies of the Vortex, is-hinderd and repulsd
by thofe parts of the Suns Vortex which do immedi-
-arely incﬁ:_fc it, and by that tulnefs which is in the
Univerfe, {0 chat itis.conltrained to move down to the
Center of its own Vortex : andthat it cannot do, but
only about the poles thereof, where the motion is not
fo rapid as abour the Zquator, and confequently not
{o capable of making refittince againft it ; thele parti-
“cles therefore moving towards the Center of this Vor-
teys wherein the Earch is placed, are by the continual
preffure of new fimilar particles, which are contifu-
- uliy-defcenditig in lincs-paraliel to the poles; forced to
g paft the Center, .and ro move quite thd the Earth,
Ehofe which en:red by the Morth pole ouc at the Sou-
.thern one, and chofe onthe contrary, which entred b

‘the South-poie out at the Northern one ; thefe parti-

cles therefore when they go to pafls out a¢ the oppolite
Pole; meering the {ubcile matter, which does there
delcend towards the Center, is of neéeffity forced back,
but finding the pores through which they moved be-
fore fill'd by ocher parcicles movmlg. in the fame man-
ner as chey did before, they are forced to turn their
_Courfe, and to move along thrd and about the Spongy
Superficies of the Farth towards the famé pole where-
by they ac ficft entred, and fo are- moved contiaually
in a Kind of circular motion. In this matter which
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moves on this fathion (Fig. 1.) confifts all theEffcacy of
a Loadftone, and whacfoever has pores fitted for fuch 2
- motion of the fubrilé marter, is a Loddftone potentially,

and would be cne altually, if furnifi‘d wich matter to '

move in that manner thiough its porgs, fo that the Earth
it felf is bur one great Loudftone, whofe Operations one
t_ni"%ht with Aftonifhment behold, were one but remov'd
u

out of its Sphere of Agivf\:}. But 1o come more par-
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ticularly to the Loadftone; having firft granted this
motion of the fubtile matter of the Vortex or the Earch,
you will eafily affenc to this, that the particles which
move through the Bowels of the Earcth, when they
light of a Body fit to receive the Action, will allo move
through it, and make it felf parallel to the
polesof the Earth, and that if that Body be of any
great folidity, as the Loadftone is, it will retain thole

es after it be taken out of the Earth, which pores.
ing full of that fubtile matter aforefaid which lﬁ‘(':;ei
to go- out at each pole of the body, #hd being hindred
by the matter of the Vortex, which meets it as foon as
g0t out of the Body, it is forced to move it felf cir-
cularly along the fuperficies of the fame, till itcome
to the Pole at which it entred at firft, and there reen-
tring continues its motion as before, juft in the fame
manner as the fubtile matter of the great Vortex
of the Farth moves. Now why the Load{tone fhould
acquire thefe parallel pores, and this determination of
motion more thin any other Bodies which arein the
Entrails of the Earth, may be becaufe of the Natural
Ordination and Determination of its par’s, as being
fitter to receive the actions of thofe particles thanany
other equally hard and folid Body, for that it fhould
be very folid fo as to retain that conformation of pares,
and determination of pores after it be taken out L]'ﬁ
Earth, is alfo requifite, as well as that it fhould at a.
have them, otherwife it would immediately lofe its fa-
culey of Artraction, {as it feems to be) its pores be-
ing too pliable to retain thelr acquired determinati-
on g

- Having premifed thus much of the Produftion of
the Loadftone, We'll now come to the Solution of the
Phenomena’s thereof, and fict of the Reafon of ics
z?lt_tra&ion of Iron or Steel, the Reafon whereof i
this:. - ,

As Sfee! is but a more perfet fort of Iron, fo the
Loadftone is but a more perfeét fort of Steel, as has
been Experimented by melting a Loadftone, and con-

verting it into pure Steel: So that in Iron andSteel

there 1s the fame parallel pores as in the Loadftone,
but being flopt by fome tertene particls, it hinde:s
them from having the like Qualities with the Load-

_ftone. Now by applying the Loaditone to either Ircn

or Steel, the Matter which continually moves about
its fuperficies getting into the pores of the Iron, ¢e.
og:ns themne?zkmg it felf thereby free paffages thro’
them, fo that thereby the Iron, ¢c. becomes a true
Loadftone ic felf, having all the Qualities of that
wherewith it was touched : But that you may conceive
how the Iron comes to approach to the Loadffone, if
put near it, {uppofea L ne ina little Boat juft fo
big as to fuftain it from finking, near to which you
hold a piece of Iron, &c. the Matter which goes out
of the Pole of the Leadftone nexe to the applyed Iran,
which before by the Circumambient Matter was re-
“pulled and foiced to move circularly about the fuper-
ficies of the Stone, meeting with the Iron as it goes
-out of the Loadftone, and finding pores fit for its re-

~ception, does keepon its Courfe thro' the Iron: Now
- the particles as they pals out of the Loadftone into the

Iron, ( Fig. 2.) doexpulfe all the Air which was be-

tween their two Bodies, and hindred their motion -

which by reafon of the fullaefs of all chings, is
forced to turn its Courfe circularly, part along the
{uperficies- of the Stane, and parr along the [bperficies
of the Irom, till it come to the Extremities of each,
where when it comes, it muft of necefficy force them
together, as having no Air between them to imp

‘their_coming together, and the Martter which freely
moves out of one Body into the other, rather fmilicla; ;
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